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October 19, 2020 
Feast of the St. Isaac Jogues & Companions 

Jesuit martyrs of North America 

Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart, 

When the COVID-19 plague began, seven months ago, no one seemed to know exactly what it was, 
how to contain it, or when/how it would end. Our world is still in the grip of uncertainty and fear. 
Back in March we turned, as the Holy Father showed us, to Our Blessed Mother for comfort, 
protection and healing. In the face of the world’s dangers we are in so many ways helpless children 
and it was just for that reason that Our Lord “shared” His mother with us. 

Personally, I prayed and hoped that by this time the plague would be over but that isn’t the case and 
the challenge continues. The image of Our Lady of Snows placed next to our altar and displayed in 
your windows is a reminder that there is still great danger, the need for heavenly protection and 
sensible precaution. 

We are still obliged to follow all regulations regarding church capacity, cleaning after each Mass and 
wearing masks. The dispensation from the obligation of the third commandment to attend Mass on 
Sunday continues. 

Replacement of the church AC units started in January so in response to the threat of contagion we 
installed the viral air filtration system now being used in so many indoor venues. Look up iWave-C 
and Aprilaire Merv 413 Filters online for a full explanation of the system’s extensive protection. 
Actually, I feel safer in our church than in supermarkets, banks, post office, etc.; safer because of 
God’s abiding presence and the seriousness of our precautions. 

So, what else is happening here at Sacred Heart? 

Concern over the Diocese filing for Chapter 11 (bankrupt) was addressed a few Sundays ago. 
Bottom line, every parish is legally established as an independent financial entity. The filing does 
not affect the parish or its properties. There’s a full explanation on the diocesan website, 
www.drvcreorganization.com. 

Religious Education classes begin again on November 2nd. All safe distancing markings, masks 
and sanitizers ready in all locations. 

All Souls Day is November 2nd and Masses will be celebrated and we will pray for our beloved 
dead. Masses for the souls in purgatory offered: Sunday, November 1st at 7:00 PM (counts for 
Sunday), Monday, November 2nd at 8:00 AM and 7:00 PM. 

Confirmation will be celebrated here at 2:00 PM on Sunday November 8th, and Sunday 
November15th. Two sessions because of the great number of young people and limited COVID-19 
seating arrangements in our Church. 

November 26th is Thanksgiving Day and our parish Mass will be at 10:00 AM. 

http://www.drvcreorganization.com


Thanksgiving Dinner: Again because of COVID-19 we are not able to invite people to join us in 
companionship. But at the same time, we do want to provide dinner for those suffering financial 
difficulties and/or unemployment. Pre-prepared take out plates will be available for pick up at the 
Parish Center from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM.  Reservations made at the Parish Office (516) 432-
0655. 

Christmas: It was to a dark and fearful world, isolated and without hope, that the infant Savior 
came. He came to save us from sin…. and ourselves. As of this moment, we plan to add two 
Christmas Masses to the schedule in order to provide safe distancing: 

 December 24th at 4:00 PM – this is usually the children’s pageant Mass. We hope to keep 
the theme with an abbreviated participation of the children. Plans are in formation.  

 December 24th at Midnight 
 December 25th at 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12:15 PM 

White Elephant: Continues! The income is essential and God bless and keep safe our totally 
dedicated volunteers who are willing and anxious to continue the sale into the future. 

Sincere thanks to the kind people who have not forgotten their parish and continue to send their 
donations even though health concerns do not allow them to venture into public places at this time. 

What about the future? 

God is in heaven, the world turns, spins and convulses even though we might wish it would slow 
down just a bit.  

Mary is our mother in heaven watching over us and bringing our needs to her son’s attention. 

Do not allow COVID-19 to become a disease of the soul and break your connection to God and the 
sacraments we receive in His house.  

About “connection” 

Streaming Mass from our church during the time when we were “locked down” was a great way to 
stay connected to our faith. I know when the churches opened and the streaming stopped there was 
legitimate disappointment for those who do not yet venture into public places. 

For those who do not yet feel safe enough to venture even into size restricted public places we will 
resume streaming of Sunday Mass beginning October 18th. 

For the rest of us who are “out there” in the world of people with all its restrictions and precautions 
there is the understanding of faith as a gift given in love by God to us, and returned by us in love to 
God. Our Faith meeting with God happens in the sacraments where He reaches down to touch us and 
we reach up to touch Him. Loving encounters are live not “virtual” and will always include 
“inconvenience.” A motto worthy of being inked might well be, “love is measured in inconvenience” 
and that would apply to love of each other as well as love of God. 

Life gives the challenges; God give the grace to overcome. (Padre Pio) 

God keep our parishioners safe from all that would harm their souls and their bodies. 

In Christ, 
 
 
Father John J. Tutoné 


